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didate. His popularity was achieved without assistance from his literary
reputation. Dickens relates, indeed, that he received a note from Thack-
eray in Oxford urging him to "come down and make a speech, and tell
them who he was, for he doubted whether more than one or two of the
electors had ever heard of him, and he thought there might be as many
as six or eight who had heard of me!" 4

It shortly became apparent that Lord Monck could not hope to win.
He accordingly withdrew in favor of Cardwell, against whose heavy
artillery Thackeray in turn had little chance. So we find Annie writing
in her journal on the evening of July 21:

Papa came home beaten but in capital spirits and we are very happy
again now, but the first news that Papa wasn't elected wasn't at all
agreeable.

Thackeray          1005

Cardwell            1070...

He has been telling us of a fat auctioneer who would call him
Thackeray 5 he says if the poll had been put off a single day more he
would have been obliged to kick him. He says he will never go
canvassing again, it's too disgustingly humiliating. 'Are you Mr.
Neat's friend? Master's h'out, but he said I was to say he would
vote for yeou.*

Papa himself is a Cardwellite he says.5

The details of Thackeray's electioneering may be traced in the follow-
ing manifesto and addresses.

Broadside "To the Electors of the City of Oxford",6 July p.
Gentlemen,

I should be unworthy of the great kindness and cordiality with which
you have received me to-night were I to hesitate to put your friendship
to the test and ask you to confirm it at the Poll,

To the Electors of the City who were not present I would repeat
briefly the political opinions which I hold, and which agree in the main
with those of the valued Representative whose services you have just lost.
Would that mine could equal them! or that I could bring to them the
aid upon which you could count from his talents, his eloquence, and the
just confidence which you placed in a friend so well tried and known!

I would use my best endeavours not merely to enlarge the Constituen-

4 "In Memoriam", Corn/till Magazine, February, 1864, p. 130.

5 Thackeray and his Daughtery pp. 113-114.

6 My text is taken from a copy of this broadside in the Bodleian Library.